9 


. 
2 7 | 
- 


ä — 


The PE OPP T. Ex Duty, in Times of *h 
Piblick Danger. 


1 


SER MON. 
Preach'd in the 


| | Cathedral Church 
GLOUCESTER. 


On SunDay, Feb. 5. 1715. 


. 


Upon Occaſion of the 
Preſent Rebellion. 


| By ROBERT BI L, one of the| | © 
be: Prebendaries of Glouceſter. 


Publiſh'd at the Requeſt of the Mv OR, ALDERMEN, 
and Common COUNCIL, 


40M D 0 iN 


Printed for Tim, Goopwid, at the Queen's- Haad 
1 againſt St, Dunſtar's Church in Fleetftreet. 1716. 


— 


* 


— 


— 2.“ 


3* OT. ELITES 


42 „ 


a 


* 


«́4?h „ — kN . 2 ONCY 


——— OI EI 


—— * 


as. * 


- 


- 


» ex i ws 


am 


#4% «+ 


, 


* 
— - 
* 
— 4 \ 
„ 4 * — 
„ 
9282 
— 
” 
„* 
= 
= 
— - 
— 
„* 


1 


——— 


4 PH 


- — —U 


To the Right Worſhipful 
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PS ALM CXXII. 6. 
Pray for the Peace of Feruſ, alem ; they 
+ ſhall proſper that love thee. 


Hs Pham was without 

Ty. Queſtion compoſed by Da- 
SS vid, tho the Time and Oc- 
caſion upon which it was 
made is not ſo certain. Tis 
probable, that it was ſome 
time after he was deliver'd from the Unnatas 
ral Rebellion, which was raiſed againſt him 
by his Son Abſalom, when he had Leiſure to 
reflect upon the great Dangers to. which he 
had been expoſed, and the Advantages which 
he began to be ſenſible of upon that Delive- 
rance. For we find him in the. xſt and 2d 
Verſes, breaking out into Raptures of Joy, 
when he reflected upon his Happineſs in ha- 
ving another Opportunity of Exerciſing his 
| Religion 
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Religion in the Temple of God, and found 
himſelf i lag on his Throne i in Peace 
and. Seouricy. Lud glad (ys. be). hes 
they - aid unte 88 let #5 gu inte the Heese 
the Lot.: , ful Kae within e 
Gates, 0 Fee ons 
In the Three following Verſes, the Royal 
Ro extols the Glory jon City m_ 
e now go in a Pro ound P 
Security, an HA p ſome de Ad- 
vantages that were kg to be found ; for 
| he tells us, that twas thither that his Peck 3 
; Jle went up, 1 prai the Lor 
| Huss dale bir abe e ut of Ju- 


\ 


Herres EM e 


dicature ſate, Debating and Tranſacti A 
4 Great and Weighty Atairs pf rhe Nation :; 5 
4 and twas there alſo that the THrone d N 5 
vid was placed, and Where the Ning * 
| dah lineally defending "from n hin 8 a a 
| ways to refide. And ch | K. 
| the Text, from all Rok . Toh 5 


A 


\ both Civil aha Eccleſiaſtical, he 088 
| fron to Ehort his People to pray for thi 
Feser of this Place; and 'to'befeech God, t 


| continue to them a 1 and Eh | 2 


joyment of theſe Ble which (he a 
vs) thoſe whoithus 1255 for, af earn * 
revo Aer chem, all Woll ſurely "ob 


tain. Pray for the peace 0 cles; 5 
ſhall proper; That _ rhet. 4 ay ; 0 10 3 
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Before I proceed further , be pleaſed to 
obſerve with me, (what was before but hint- 
ed at) that this P/a/m was compoſed by Da- 
vid, ſome time after he was deliver'd from 
a moſt Unnatural Rebellion, when he found 
himſelf in Peace and Safety, fix'd and eſta» 
bliſned upon the Throne of Fudab ; when 
there was no View, either of a Foreign or 
Domeſtick Enemy, to diſturb his Repoſe; 
and when there was no Ground for Mur- 
muring, nor any Complainings to be heard 
in his Streets, And yet, in theſe bleſſed 
and deſirable Circumſtances, he repreſents 
it as the Duty of all Good Men, to pray 
for the Welfare and Proſperity of their 
Country, with Regard: to its Intereſt both 
in Church and State ; uſing their beſt and 
utmoſt Endeavours to promote the fame, 
and to ſecure to themſelves that Peace 
and Tranquility they at preſent enjoy. 

How reaſonable therefore, or rather ne- 
ceſſary a. Duty is this become, to Us of 
this Church and Nation; who find our 

ſelves threaten'd with the utmoſt Danger, 
from a Rebellion (all Things conſider'd ) 
as Horrid and Unnatural, as that which 
gave Occaſion to this Pſalm > A Rebelli- 
on, which was at firſt begun, and is ſtill 
with the utmoſt Induſtry fomented and 


carried on, by the moſt implacable — 
| q 
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of our Excellent Conſtitution > A Rebelli- 
on, which is become the more formidable, 
by having at its Head the Pretender him- 
ſelf in Perſon ; whoſe Education under a 
moſt Tyrannous and Abſolute Prince, and 
Whoſe Zeal and Bigotry to the Church of 
Rome, threatens us with nothing, leſs than 
the total Subverſion of thoſe Laus, and 
Extirpation of that moſt Holy Religion, 
which have been juſtly eſteem'd the Orna- 
ment and Glory, as well as peculiar Hap- 
pineſs of theſe Realms 2 A Conſequence, 
the very mention of which cannot but af. 
fect all Good Men with the utmoſt Horror, 
Dread and Confuſion ; and make them with 
a ſuitable Zeal and Affection perform the 
Duty recommended in the Text , and pray 


for the Peace of Our Feruſalem , ſince they 


ſball proſper that love it. 


In the Words, therefore, we have a Du- 
ty recommended to our ſerious Conſidera- 
tion; Which is very proper at all Times 
and Seaſons, but which becomes abſolute- 
ly neceſſary in Times of Common and 
Publick Danger. Tis the Duty of Praying 
for the Welfare and Proſperity of our 
Country ; which conſiſts in the Safety ar:d 
Preſervation of its moſt Excellent Conſtitu- 
tion, in Church and State. 


The 
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The Neceſſity of this Duty appears, from 
what has been already ſaid upon this Sub- 


je& ; but will be yet more evident, from 


what will be deliver'd in the Sequel of this 
Diſcourſe. At preſent, our Time and Pains 
will be beſt employ'd, in laying before you 
ſome of thoſe Things, which are requiſite 
to render the Performance of this Duty ef- 
fectual, towards the obtaining thoſe Advan- 
tages we propoſe to our ſelves in the Diſ- 
charge of it. 

And here, tho' there are many Things 
highly worthy of our Conſideration, I ſhall 
confine my ſelf to diſcourſe of Two only; 
which are of ſuch a Nature, that if they 
are neglected, we can have no reaſonable 
Grounds to expect that our Prayers will be 
ſucceſsful ; that we ſhall obtain thoſe Good 
Things we deſire, or avert thoſe Evil ones, 
of which we are afraid. 

In the firſt place, therefore, it concerns 
us, 


( 1.) To examine our ſelves, whether we 
are fit Objects of that Mercy, for which we 
become Petitioners ; or, whether we are not 
involved in an Habit or Cuſtom of ſome 
Heinous Sin, which juſtly expoſes us to 
thoſe Calamities, which at preſent threaten 
us. And, 
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( 2.) It no leſs concerns us, to join our 
own Endeavours with our Prayers ; and to 
make uſe of thoſe Lawful Means, which 
Providence puts into our Hands; to avert 
thoſe Evils we fear, or obtain thoſe Bleſſings 
for which we offer up our Prayers to God. 


And, 


(r.) It concerns us to examine our ſelves, 
whether we are fit Objects of that Mercy, 
for which we become Petitioners ; or whe- 
ther we are not involved in an Habit or 
Cuſtom of ſome Heinous Sin , which juſtly 
expoſes to thoſe Calamities which at preſent 
threaten us. For if we lie under any ſuch 
Habit, we are not fit Objects of the Divine 
Mercy, but are juſtly expoſed to that Ven- 
geance, which is due to our Sins, and which 
therefore we have all the Reaſon in the 


World to fear will fall upon us. 


And here, upon taking but a Curſory 
View of the Sins of this Nation, they will 
appear to be ſo many, and thoſe of ſo hei- 


nous a Nature, as juſtly (without a ſpeedy 


and hearty Repentance ) to call down the 
Divine Wrath and Indignation upon it. Wit- 
neſs the Prophaneneſs, Irreligion , Atheiſm, 
Perjury and [gratitude , that have of late 
been ſo remarkably conſpicuous in it. 


Theſe are Sins, which leave ſo deep a 
Stain, 
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Stain, as is not eaſily to be waſh'd out ; and 
they are moſt of them become ſo Epidemi- 


cal, that they may juſtly ( and in a very 
emphatical manner ) be eſteem'd the Sins of 
' the Nation. 

I have not Time to enlarge upon each of 
7 them in particular ; but ſhall borrow ſo 

much of your Patience, as to expatiate a 
little upon the Two laſt of them ; I mean, 
N thoſe of Perjury and Ingratitude. 
5 As to the Firſt of them, that of Perjury, 
itt cannot be denyed that it is become a 
s very Common and even a National Sin; 
* and a Man would be hard put to it, who 
ri * ſhould endeavour to find a Place or Country, / 
' |- where the moſt Sacred Ties of Religion, the ; 
5 Solemn Obligations of an Oath, are ſo ma- | 
4 nifeſtly diſregarded, as in this of Ours. I 
* ſpeak chiefly with reſpect to that ſort of 


- Oaths which the Government exacts from 
us, as the Beſt and Higheſt Security it can 
7 have of our dutiful Behaviour towards it. 
g We have ſeen but too many Examples of 
F Men, who have one Day taken the Oath of 
* Allegiance to their King, and appear'd in 

4 open Rebellion againſt him the next; who 
l have Aljured the Pretender in the moſt ſo- 
lem manner, at the ſame time (poſſibly) as 
they were inviting him over; and who in 
2 all likelihood have taken theſe Oaths from 
no other Motive, than to gain to themſelves 
thereby, 
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thereby, a greater Power and better Oppor- 
tunities to ſerve him. What the Event of 
ſuch impious Prevarications will at laſt be, 


God only knows; but we have reaſon to 


fear,that ſuch high and daring Prophanations 
of his moſt Sacred Name, will in the end 
provoke him to pour out the full Vials of 
his Wrath and Indignation upon us, and to 
render us as remarkable Inſtances of his Ven- 
geance, as we have hitherto been of his 
Mercy and Compaſſion. And ſo I paſs to 
the | 


Second National Sin I purpoſed to ſpeak 
of, viz. that of Ingratitude ; which I ſhall 
conſider both as it relates to God himſelf, 
the Author and Fountain of all Bleſſings, and 
as it regards alſo thoſe Glorious Inſtruments, 
which he is ſometimes pleaſed to make uſe 
of, to convey them to us. 

That we of this Nation have received ma- 


ny and very particular Marks 'of the Divine 


Favour, is a Truth too evident to be callec. 
in Queſtion. The Number of them is ſo 
great, and the Quality of them ſo remarkable, 
that they will rather incline a Man to think 
us a People choſen of the Lord, the Darlings 
and Favourites of the Almighty. We were 
once, as well as the reſt of the World, in- 
volved in the groſs Errors and horrid Super- 
ſtitions, which the Court of Rome had by 

degrees 
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degrees introduced into the Church of Chriſt ; 
inſomuch that the very firſt Principles of the 
Chriſtian Religion were in a great meaſure 
perverted ; the Articles of its Faith render'd 
obſcure ; new and unheard-of Ones, ſuper- 
added to them, and the Neceſſity of good 
Works in a manner laid aſide. And yet it 
pleaſed God at laſt wholly to withdraw that 
Veil, which had for many Ages covered the 
Face of his Church, and to cauſe it to ſhine 
out in many Parts of the World (but eſpe- 
cially in this our Nation) with that Primi- 
tive Luſtre and Brightneſs with which we 
behold it at this Day. And if we will but 


conſider with our ſelves, how openly and re- 


markably it hath many times pleaſed the Di- 
vine Goodneſs to exert it (elf in the Defence 
and Preſervation of this Church, we cannot 


but think, that as he has a very particular 


Favour for it, ſo we ought to look upon our 
ſelves as very happy, in that we are conti- 
nued to be Members of it. 

It had not been long eſtabliſh'd in this Na- 
tion, before its Adverſaries of the Church of 
Rome, being filled with Envy and Indigna- 
tion at the Purity of its Doctrine, and the 
Splendor in which it appear'd, were con- 
triving all imaginable Ways to compaſs its 
Ruin. And in order thereto, made ſuch an 
Horrid and Hellich Attempt againſt it, as is 

55 not 
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not to be equall'd in all the Annals of Time, 
from the Foundation of the World. But it 
pleaſed the Divine Goodneſs for that time to 
fruſtrate thoſe deep-laid Deſigns of its Ene- 
mies. And though he afterwards permitted 
it for a while to. be rent and torn, by an Ene- 
my of another ſort, which was foſter'd and 
cheriſhed in its own Boſom, yet he ſoon 
united its Diviſions, and heal'd its Breaches, 
and continued it in a very proſperous Condi- 
tion for many Years : So good and gracious 
hath the great God of Heaven been to us! 
Such amazing and wonderful Things hath 
he done for us ! | | 

And have we made any ſuitable Return for 
theſe Mercies ? Have we expreſſed our ſelves 
with that Thankfulneſs and Gratitude to him, 


which the Number and Quality of his Bleſ- 


ſings require from us ? From whence then 
proceeds that Perjury, Prophaneneſs,Irreligion 
and Atheiſm, which J before-mention'd as 
the great and crying Sins of this Nation? 
From whence flows that Torrent, that Inun- 
dation of Vice and Wickedneſs, which bears 
down all before it, and which is ſpreading 
it ſelf ſo faſt in every Corner of the Nation ? 
Do ye thus requite the Lord, O fooliſh People 
and unwiſe 2 Is not he thy Father that bought 
thee > Hath he not made thee and faſhioned 
thee > Of the Rock that begat thee, thou art 

unmindful, 
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unmindful; and haſt forgotten God that form- 
ed thee. Deut. 32. v. 6, & 18, | 

Nor-are we leſs to be reprehended for 
our Demeanour towards thoſe Glorious. In- 
ſtruments, which Providence hath made uſe 
of, to convey its Bleſſings to us. 

A ſhort View of another, no leſs Remark- 
able Deliverance, which hath been wrought 
for us, and of our Behaviour after it , will 
be a ſufficient Proof of the Aſſertion. 

Many of us remember a Time , when 
there was placed on the Throne of theſe 
Realms, a Prince, whoſe Bigotry to the 
Church of Rome, and inſatiable Thirſt after 
Arbitrary and Unlimited Power, threaten'd 
our moſt Excellent Conſtituion with the 
moſt extreme Danger. To. deprive us at 


once of our Liberties, a Diſpenſing Power 
was ſet up, to take off the Edge of thoſe 


Laws, which were wiſely contrived to ſup- 
port them. And the more effectually to 


extirpate our moſt Pure and Holy Religion, 
Men well inſtructed in the Principles of 
the Church of Rome, began to be placed in 
.our Univerſities ; that ſo the Poiſon, at firſt 


taken in at the Head, might the more ſpeedi- 


ly be convey'd. to the other Parts of the 
Body. Care being taken in the mean while, 


by Impriſonment, and other Means, to diſ- 


courage and oppreſs - thoſe Bulwarks and 
Ornaments of our Church, who ſtood in 


C the 
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the Gap, and vigorouſly oppoſed the pre- 
ſent Innovations ; that none might, for the 
future, preſume to put an Obſtacle in the 
way of that Torrent, which was ſo impetu- 
ouſly pouring in upon us. 

And now, the Face of Religion in theſe 
Nations appear'd pale and diſcoloured; and 
the Convullive Pangs and Agonies, that be- 
gan to vex and diſtort its feeble Remains, 
threaten'd a certain and ſpeedy Diſſolution : 
Which had immediately enſued, if in the 
very Criſis of the Diſtemper God had not 
raiſed us up a Phyſician, who alone had 
Skill and Ability to encounter it. I mean, 
His Late Majeſty of Bleſſed and Immortal 
Memory ; to whom a Kind and Indulgent 
Providence, afforded a Safe Arrival here, 
and made all Oppoſition fall before Him, till he | 
became our King and Governor; till he applied 
proper Remedies to our Evils, reſtored our 
broken and ſhatter'd Conſtitution to its pri- 
mitive Vigour, and fix'd it once again upon | 
1:5 Ancient and Solid Foundations. 

How, and in what manner we have ſince 
expreſs'd our Gratitude to this our Illuſtri- 
ous Deliverer, let our Enemies tell; who, 
r aping the Advantage of our Miſcarriages, 
may reckon them up with Pleaſure. The 
Subject is too melancholy for my Deſcripti- | 
on, and therefore I paſs it by with this on- 
ly Remark ; That our W + 

* 
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God, the Author of theſe Bleſſings, and In- 
gratitude to Him, who was the Glorious 
Inſtrument, by which they were more im- 
mediately convey'd to us; muſt render us 
unkt Objects of the Divine Mercy , expoſe 
us to the greateſt Calamities, and cauſe our 
Prayers to be vain and ineffectual, without 
a ſpeedy and hearty — And pro- 
ceed to ſhew, | 


( 2. ) That it no leſs concerns us, to join 
our own Endeavours with our Prayers; and 
to uſe thoſe Lawful Means, which Provi- 
dence puts into our Hands, to avert thoſe 
Evils we fear, or obtain thoſe Bleſſings for 
which we offer up our Prayers unto God. 
For how can we expect, that God ſhould 
hear our Prayers, and grant us the Things 
we deſire of him; when we our ſelves are 
wanting in our Endeavours after them, and 
will not be at the Pains to uſe thoſe Means, 
which being duly and juſtly purſued, would 
bring us to the End we have in View ? 

It is, generally ſpeaking, in every Man's 
Power, to be the Builder and Architect of 
his own Fortune; that is, in other Words, 
to procure to himſelf a Competent Share of 
thoſe Temporal Good Things, which are 
neceſſary to his Support and Well-being iu 
this World. And tho' no Man can be ma- 
rally ſure of obtaining theſe Things purely 

C 2 by 
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by his own Endeavours, without having Re- 
courſe to the Throne of Grace, and implo. 
ring a Bleſſing upon his Endeavburs; ; yet he 
may be certain, that without tlleſe Endea- 
vouts, his Prayers will be vain, and altoge- 


ther ineffectual, - 
Matt b. 26. v. 41. Watch and pray, that ye en- 
ter not into. Temptation. By which Words, 


he certainly gives us to underſtand, that 


without Watchfulneſs, our Prayers will not 
be ſufficient to guard us againſt Temptati- 


ons; and without Prayer, all the Vigilance 


we can uſe, will not be able to ſecure us 
from them: That both our Prayers and En- 
deavours muſt go together, or neither of 
them will be eſtectul. 

Are we then deſirous to avert thoſe Evils 
which at preſent threaten us ? Let us apply 
our ſelves to God, in frequent and fervent 
Prayer”; „ beſeeching him to deliver us from 
them. But at the ſame time, let us make 
uſe of thoſe Means, which he puts into our 
Hands; leſt we be found wanting to our 
ſelves, ' and ſo be juſtly deprived of thoſe 
Advantages, which we will not be at the 
Pains of endeavouring after. 

And here give me leave to lay before you, 
ſome of thoſe Means which the Divine ava 
vidence has mark d but to us, not only a 
law ful, or ſuch as ay" be made uſe of wick; 

out 


For our Saviour bids us, 
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out violating our Conſciences ; but which 
are juſt and neceſſary, and cannot be omit- 
ted without a manifeſt injuriog of our Con- 
ſciences, and otherwiſe expoſing our ſelves 
to the utmoſt Danger. In the firſt Place 
tnen | 


- (2) Let vs take care, that we readily and 
chearfully contribute to thoſe vaſt Expences, 
the Government muſt unavoidably be at, in 
defending it ſelf and us from the Attempts 
of our common Enemies. This is the very 
End for which we pay Tribute, to enable 
our Rulers to protect us in the quiet aud 
peaceable Enjoyment of our Rights and Li- 
berties, and to fruſtrate the Attempts of all 
thoſe who ſhall endeavour to invade them. 
For this Cauſe (ſaith St. Paul) pay ye Tribute 
| alſo : For they are God's Miniſters, attending 
continually upon this very thing, My Lord 
1 Clarendon obſerves, in his Hiſtory" of the 

Great Rebellion, that, The Unthrifty Re- 
*« tention of their Money, which poſſeſſed 
the Minds of thoſe, who did really wiſh 
the King all the Succeſs he. wiſhed for 
1 © himſelf, was one unhappy Cauſe of all 
his Misfortunes. And if they had in the 
beginning, but lent the King the Fifth 
Part of what, after infinite Loſſes, they 
1 * found neceſſary to ſacrifice to his Ene- 
Saga mies 
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4 mies in the Concluſion, to preſerve them 
« from total Ruin; his Majeſty had been 
able, with God's Bleſſing, to have preſerved 
them, and deſtroyed all his Enemies; 


(2.) We muſt not only endeavour to ſup: 
ply the Exigencies of the Government, by 
ſubmitting quietly and chearfully to "thoſe 
Taxes and Impoſitions, which the Wiſdom 
ef the Nation ſhall judge proper; but we 
muſt alſo lend an helping Hand, and expoſe 
even our. very Perſons, if that | ſhall become ne- 
'ceſſary for the Common Safety. That we may 
repel Force with Force, and defend our Lives 
with the ſame Weapons with which they are 
attacked, is a Principle that is dictated to us 
by the Law of Nature it ſelf, To this Pur- 
poſe Cicero * tells us, that 'tis a Law not writ- 
ten, but natural, which we de not learn or re- 
ceive from others, but take from Nature her 
ſelf, that if our Life is expoſed to any Danger, 
eirher by the Violence or Craft of Robbers, or 
other Enemies, we may uſe all honeſt ways of 


* 


— 2— 


* Eſt hc non ſeripta ſed nata lex, quam non didicimus, 
accepimus, legimus, verùm ex natura ipsà arripuimus, hauſi- 
mus ex preſſimus, ad quam non docti, ſed facti, non inſtituti, 
ſed imbuti ſumus ut ſi vita noſtra in aliquas infidias, fi in vim, | 
in rela aur latronum, aut ioimicorum, incidiſſet omnis hone- 


ſta ratio eſſet expedienda Salutis. Orat. pro Milone. 
| _ preſer- 
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preſerving it. And Joſephus, 1 That the Law 
e 


of Nature gives all Men a ſtrong defire of 
Life, and for that Reaſon we look on thoſe 
Men as our Enemies, who manifeſtly endeavour 
to take it from'us. 

Since therefore, this Principle of Self- 
Preſervation is ſo ingrafted in our very Na- 
ture, that it is ſcarcely to be imagin'd how 
we can diveſt our ſelves of it, without de- 


generating into a Degree of Stupidity be- 


low even that of the very Brutes ; from 


whence can proceed that Supine Careleſsneſs, 


that more than Brutiſh Inſenſibility, that 
Avowed Indifference, which at this Time is ſo 


viſible among us? We ſee our Selves, our 


Liberties, our Religion, - a/ expoſed to the 


moſt extreme Danger ; we ſee the Life of 


the Beſt of Kings, and the Ruin and Deſtru- 
tion of the whole Royal Family (our great- 
eſt, and under God only Security) apparent- 
ly aim'd at in this execrable Rebellion, and 
yet we ſit quiet and eaſy under it, as if we 
were no way concern'd in it, but expected 
an Exemption from the Common Calamiries 
of our Country, Such a Procedure at this 
Time ſeems not eaſily to be,accounted for, 
unleſs it ſhould be imputed to e Appro- 
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bation of the Evil Practices of our Enemies, 
and a Deſire that they may be proſperous 
and ſucceſsful therein. And in this Caſe it 
will hardly be deny'd, that the Nutrality 
and Indifference T am ſpeaking of is almoſt, 
if not altogether, as criminal in its Nature, 
as even a-profeſs'd Avowance and Approba- 
tion of them would be. For it has a very 
direct Tendency to animate and encourage 
our Enemies, and to diſhearten our Friends; 
it effectually deprives the Government of 
that Help and Aſſiſtance it expects and ovght 
to have from us; and it is a plain Argument 
that we are only reſtrained by fome Private 
and Hy-Conſiderations, from openly declaring 
our ſelves againſt it. If therefore we would 
wipe oft theſe Imputations, which may with 
ſo great a Colour of [Reaſon be faſten'd upon 
us, if in reality we have at Heart the Safety 
of our Country, and the Preſervation of our 
Religion ; let us in this Time of Common 
Danger exert our ſelves with the utmoſt Vi- 
gor, and in our ſeveral Capacities ſtreng- 
then the Hands of our Governors, who are 


labouring with an unwearied Diligence to 


ſave us. ſhall we approve our ſelves 
good Subjects to our King, true Lovers of 
our Country, and Genuine Sons of that moſt 
Excellent Church of which we ſo zealouſly 
affe& to be Eſteem'd Members. | 
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(3.) Another Means to remove the Dan- 
ger? which at preſent threaten us, is to make 
known to our Superiors, all thoſe Treaſons 
and Traiterous Conſpiracies, which we {hall 
any way diſcover to be form'd againſt the 
Government, againſt the Perſon of the King 
himſelf, or any of the Royal Family. For 
how can they guard themſelves againſt Ar- 
tempts, which are made upon them -of a 
ſudden ? Or ſecure themſelves againſt thoſe 
Deſigns, which may poſſibly take Effect be- 
fore they are ſeen, or ſo much as ſuſpected 
to be levell'd at them? This is fo conſeſd'd 
a Duty from all Subjects to their reſpective 
Governors, that whoever is guilty of a Neg- 
lect of it, from that Moment ceaſes to 
be a Good Man, or a Good Subject, 
becomes himſelf a Traitor, and by being 
Acceſſary to the Crime, renders himſelf 
juſtly liable to the Puniſhment which is 
due to it. Tis a Duty alſo, to which 
many of us (that is, of thoſe whoſe Cir- 
cumſtances and Condition in the World, are 
moſt like to give them an Opportunity to 
put it in Practice) have bound our 


4 
1 


ſelves by the Solemnity of an Oath, and ſo 
added the higheſt Obligation of Religion, to 
thoſe other very forcible Ones of Nature 
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and Juſtice which before engaged us, to a 
diligent and faithful Diſcharge of it. 


 (4-) And laſtly. Let us take care to 
guard our ſelves againſt thoſe Devices and 
Artifices of our Enemies, by which they 
endeavour .to work upon either our Weak- 
neſs or Credulity, and ſo render us before 
we are aware, the very Tools and Inſtru- 
ments to bring about their moſt execrable 
Deſigns. Have we not of late ſeen ſeveral 
deteſtable Pamphlets, that have been indu- 
ſtriouſly ſent abroad into the World (and 
received with too great Approbation and 
Applauſe) the chief, if not only Deſign of 
which, was to procure Reſpect and Venera- 
tion to the Perſons of ſome Men, who are 
ſince known openly to abet and promote the 
preſent Rebellion? And to vilify and render 
odious the Perſons of others who are Hear- 
ty and Zealous in their Endeavours to de- 
ſeat it, and to prevent all the unhappy Con- 
ſequences of it? Have we not ſeen others, 
that are writ with a profeſs'd Deſign to ren- 
der even the Perſon of the Pretender him- 
ſelf acceptable;.to, the People, and to load 
His preſent Majeſty and His Government 
with the moſt odious and unjuſt Calumnia- 
tions? And are we not in a very high De- 


gree Beſotted and Infatuated thereby, ſo as 
to 
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to be given up to the ſtrongeſt Deluſions 2 
To believe the moſt palpable Lies > To do 
the maddeſt and moſt unaccountable Things ? 
Have not ſome already taken up Arms againſt 
their Lawful and Rightful King ? And are not 
others (if a favourable Opportunity ſhould 


offer) ready to do the ſame, for no better 


a Reaſon that we know of, than to ſcreen 
ſome perjured Traitors from the Hands of 
Juſtice, who have long ſince been contriving 
Ours and our Country's Ruin, and who, 
but for a wonderful Providence, had before 

this time effectually brought it upon us? 
My Brethren, let us ſtop here, and not 
wilfully hurry our ſelves down that Preci- 
pice, to the very Brink of which, the Cun- 
ning of our Enemies, and our own intole- 
rable Weakneſs has ſo apparently brought vs, 
Let us look about us before it be too late, 
and endeavour to make uſe of thoſe Means 
which an indulgent Providence does yet at- 
ford for our Safety. Let us look on Things 
as they are in themſelves, not as they are 
painted to us, and varniſh'd over by Artful 
and Deſigning Men. Whatever Accompliſh- 
ments, and Princely Vertues the Friencs of 
the Pretender would have us believe to be in 
him, let us conſider him as a Perſon endued 
with other Qualities, altogether inconſiſtent 
with our Safety or Repoſe. Let us look on 
D 2 him 
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him as One whoſe Religion and Intereſt is 
wholly incompatible with Ours ; as One 
who comes recking with Fury and Indigna- 
tion againſt us, for imagined Injuries, and 
what (if he ſhould prevail) will be eſteem'd 
the unmerited Hard(hips of a tedious Exile; 
and as One who will be ſure to ſacrifice us 
to his moſt bitter Reſentments, if we. ſhall 
ever ( either thro' our own Obſtinacy or 
Indiſcretion) make our ſelves ſubje to his 
Power. N 

Let us not imagine, that this is a falſe 
Repreſentation. of the Caſe; or vainly flat- 
ter our ſelves with Hopes of being able to 
fetter Him with Articles and Engagements, 
whoſe only Title muſt 'be that of Con- 
queſt ; whoſe Melancholy and Vindictive 
Temper, ſharpen'd with Diſobligations, will 
ſtrongly incline him to puniſh us as Re- 
bellious Subjects; and whoſe Education in 
a Religion which allows of no Mercy or 


Clemency to thoſe of another Communion, 


will ſuffer him to ſhewius none, but force 
him to treat us as Hereticts, and cut us off 
from the Face of the Earth: 

You fee then, that our Diſtemper is 
come to a very Dangerous Criſis : And 
yet it ſeems. much in our own Power, 
which way to determine it; whether we 
will patiently, and without Reluctance, 

© ſubmit 


** 
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ſubmit to it; or, with one Hearty and 


Vigorous Struggle, at once ſubdue it. If 
we ſuffer it to grow upon us, we know the 
Conſequence. If we ſtrive againſt it, and 
make uſe of thoſe proper Remedies that 


are ready at Hand, we have yet very 


Reaſonable Grounds to believe , ; that we 


' ſhall wholly overcome it. 


We have a PRINCE. ſeated upon the 
Throne, who, by the Confeſſion: of his ve- 


ry Enemies, is every way qualified to make 


his People Happy. Who has Courage e- 


nough, to Defend us; Wiſdom and Pru- 


dence enough, to Govern us by the 
Known and Wholſome Laws of our Coun- 
try; Virtue and Piety enough, to call 
down a Bleſſing upon us; if our own great- 
er Sins do not lay a powerful Obſtacle in the 
way, and divert that Current of Divine 
Mercy, which (we have Reaſon to believe) 
would otherwiſe flow down in a very plen- 
tiful manner upon us. 

We have a KING, who "hy in the con- 
ant Communion of the Church of Eng- 
land: One, who has given us not only his 
Royal Word, but his moſt Solemn Oath, to 
protect it : One, whoſe worſt Enemies can 


charge him with no Violation of his Pro- 


miſe once given ; and who therefore, in all 
Likelihood , will render it for the preſent, 


and 


He ” * 
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and tranſmit it to Poſterity , even Brighter + 
and more Glorious than he found it. 
Ina word; We have a King, whom God 
hath hitherto bleſs'd with wonderful Suc- 

ceſs, by rendring both the open Attempts : 
of his Enemies vain and fruitleſs, and S) 


1 diſcovering to him (in a great meaſure 
5 thoſe ſecret Machinations and Deſignus, whi 
i have been form'd againſt Him. 
Let us therefore ſtrengthen His Hands in 
all thoſe Inſtances I have before mention'd, 
and in others which our own Thoughts can- 
not fail of fuggeſting to us ; and then, upon 
our hearty: Repentance for our paſt Miſcar- 1 
riages, and vigorous Reſolutions never to be 
ilty of the like for the future; we may with 
Donkdencs expect, that God will in the End 
Crown Him with Greater and yet more Glo- 
rious Succeſſes, and enable Him once more 
to Eſtabliſh Peace in Our Sion, and Proſperity 
in Our Hrael; and to render Our Feruſalem 
the Perfection of Beauty, the Foy of the whole 
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